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Co read a lot of people their rights, but -- 

C Well -- 

P Hr. Compton I-- 

Co I've got a little problem — 

P Well, essentially you're because it was my feeling 

that there could have been situations where agents may have been 
directed to run dope across or bring it across, and I want them -- 
whoever we interviewed to be aware that -- if -- if they did it 
knowingly and intentionally, I wouldn't hesitate to pursue those 
too. In other words, I‘m not granting -- I don't have the authority 
to grant anybody any immunity -- 

Co Right -- 

P And I want to be completely fair. You know you have a right to 
talk to your lav/yer. You know if you cant afford one, you can 
petition the court to appoint one for you. If you decide to answer 
questionstia now without a lawyer, you still have the right to 
stop answering any time or at any time,. you can ask to talk to a 
lawyer. Now, do you understand those. Hr. Compton? 

Co Yes , I do . 

P And do you still wish to talk to Mr. Clark and myself? 

Co Yes I do . . 

P All right. Mow, basically as I understand it, Mr. Compton, we've -- 
I’ve tried to break these allegations down into two categories. One 
of basic illegalities. Violation of law. In your opinion, or in the 
opinion of any other individuals who've been interrogated by us. And 
then there’s going to be opinion as to mi s -man agemen t or -- or lack 
of judgment, things like that. First and foremost, I'd like to hit 
on the things* that -- illegalities, criminal violations , if any. 

I'd like for you to be as specific as you can. Try to give nie -- 
delineate whether you have direct knowledge or only hearsay and if 
it's kaiutsy* hearsay, who we could contact to follow up on 

the allegation. And there may very well be a situation where you'll 

j 

want to not disclose your source. And if you that's the situation, 
I'd want you to indicate that. As to illegalities of DEA or BNDD 
or whoever, what allegations, if any, do you have in that first 
category? 
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Co All right. How far back ta do you wanta *«2x go? 

p Far back as you want to go. 

Co Well, I think, I'll go back -- my part -- and -- ah 

P Can you talk just a little bit iawdax louder, Jack 

Co Go Ji a c k Zf o rCniy' 'p ar t~; t o "1 9.6 7 j.jOi e wl.O rl e a nh . Vie had a si tuati on 

where we caught a man with a load of narcotics. He was a local 

New Orleans violator named Marvin Sutton. He had just about a 

wrapped up 

quarter kilo. That was all capped up at least 2,000 gelatin 
capsules of heroin. He wouldn't tell us where he got it. But we 
fingerprinted the packages and -- and did raise fingerprints. We 
had nobody to compare them to. Later, in the same month, we caught 
the same man, the same way, again. This time he lacked 1 capsu.le 
having 2,000 -- 1,999 capsules of heroin. He'd been out on bond, 
so this time, he gave us the name of a man in Baltimore. The man 
was named Joe Lewis Miles. We were developing a conspiracy case 

against Miles at the time. And this was before the 

B and FBA created BNDD. 

P That, would have been, then, in summer of 1 968. There was -- 

Co April eighth -- 68, and it was before the actual merger 

but there w as rumors of the merger which were denied by higher 
authorities, but they were still rumors. And also along about 
this time — we were a small outfit at that time under 300 people -- 
300 agents -- 

P And who were yaxwx you with then, FBA? 

Co FBA, correct -- we (muttering) They -- there was a beefing up of 
the inspection apparatus of FBA which consisted at that time of 
two inspectors. One work west of the Mississippi and one worked 
east. Very simple arrangement. But they went into the CIA and 
pulled out some of their inspectors -- headhunter types. And one 
of them's name was Tom £0 Capute. Then went into IRS Inspection 

1/ A v- 1 0 £ 

ha and got a guy named Bob Go! d -- in -s-e — fa-r—e-s- other places, 

K the old FBS beefing flic up Cfcf: 1 nspectors ♦ And at the same time 
they were leaning on me very hard to get an arrest warrant for 
Miles. Which, to me, indicated — T ^ c. to by this time that Miles 
had been working in New York. From their accusations against Miles, 
I surmised that he is -- was of interest t° these inspectors. But 


we weren't ready to pull the plug, so to speak. So, the U. S. 

Attorney, after talking to us at down there at that time -- name 

was - - his Ass i stoat Jack C, Aluna and Louis LeCure was the 

U. S. Attorney. They agreed with us we shouldn't arrest and they 

declined prosecution at that time. Well, our people wouldn't 

accept that. We arrested him. And we arranged to arrest him in 

New Orleans. We got the defendant, loaned him quite a bit of money 

Anyway flim flam 

to come down./ 1 1 w a s a p frgnnsdx dea 1 but we 

got him into New Orleans and arrested. And on hand at the arrest 

was Andrew Tortaglino who's been before the Jackson Committee 

I think every day they've been in session just about, and my boss 
Frank ^appas . Well. We were talking to the man and he started 
making allegations about narcotic agents. That were actually 
peddling narcotics. And, so I debriefed this man. I took all the 
information that he had to offer about all these agents. And he 
agreed to make buys. He was said he was buying actually handling 
narcotics for these agents, so we set up buys. He moved to New 
Orleans and set down in ah Apartment and I recorded his conversations 
with his permission, to these agents. And we started making buys. 

Well, there was a in one thing. That was to embarrass 

B . We were making cases on B agents. However, they 

were former narcotic agents but xtxxnxfast had de f e c tedya n d gone over- 
That was in HEW? 

Yeah, they were in HEW. But the first guy we bought off of was a 

Deputy Director B in Baltimore named Charlie . 

So he -delivered narcotics in his car and everything and in the mean- 
time the inspectors finally came down after aperiod of time and they 
took control of Miles. So my -- my active participation with Miles 

ended except I'd run into him every now and them on the street and 

he would just tell me what they were doing, about buying off all these 
agents. And they finally made some arrests and except for one 
man. Now, before we get -- get too far in -- one of the active 
partEipx participants -- one of the major violators was an agent 
named Frank Salvage . Frank Salvage was Charlie Saragusa 's nephew. 
Charlie Saragusa was a former Deputy Commissioner of FBM who was 

then the head of the Illinois Crime Commission. ^11 t,iat was said 


right of the blue, this super star resigned. No explanation. Just 

resigned. And he was never pursued any further. But he had been 

setting up hi-jackings of in New York, they were actually 

god damned h ippie , robberies, just plain out armed robbery. 

And further they were taking seizures of narcotics and they had ten 

pounds. They'd give the ten pounds to this Miles. He would cut it. 

He'd break off half of it and cut it back to make back what he was 

supposed to have and then turn in a weaker seizure. Then Miles would 

turn to distributing the rest of the narcotics. That wasn't coming 

fast enough so Sal varne had an Italian connection. He was buying 

dope just like any dope peddler would go buy. And that way all the 

agents were getting their rakeoff at the time. Another guy named 

Frankie Waters, you may remember from the French Connection thing. 

Well, Frankie -- they didn't arrest Frankie for a long time. Just 

before the statute ran, they arrested him. Shortly after that, 

dead 

Joe Lewis Miles got seriously xnxdekt in New Orleans, and I don't 

think anybody has even bothered to look very damned far in that 

case. I know there's been no prosecution. But during this period 

of time that all this was going on in New Orleans, Miles was 

selling narcotics. My informants were telling me he was selling 

narcotics. I called Tony Galino and company and told them the 

guy was selling narcotics and they said leave him alone."" This was 
from 

saws good information. So, they came down on one occasion and 
busted his pad, with him in it, he took off. I understand. a kilo 
of heroin which never surfaced anywhere and there never was a 
charge. He did it twice.. And my informants were starting to get 
the message. They started thinking that I was taking payoffs from 
Miles because they could make him and wanted to make him. But they 
woul dn ' t touch him. So^-y/eTlT- Mi 1 esTI s ' .clead ' an d be s i d e s noth i n g3 : 
fra bee n;;;dp n e; : a bouti t. That' s the whole god damned thing. 

Then, I was transferred down - New Or 1 eans J*And j 
down K "t’hereV I really got an eye full . '* They actually participated 
in the torture — every-- anybody it didn't make a shit who it was--, 
what kind of citizen it was. Haxraada They would actually participate 
in the torture of these god damned people. I got caught up in a god damt 
a gun fight down there myself and killed 5 men. Now this kind of 
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CO stuff we were running into constantly, all the time. They had 
a habit running dope into the United States. Past Customs. I 

know it but I of course worked for . Never have liked it. 

They asked me (mutabllng) out of South America and I 

can't remember exact location where it went, John, but I know the 

B A 

f 3 agent's name -- hi s name : wasv StrM c(ci .er^CJerryj'S't'rl' ckl era And they 

i 

U [! 

* 3 


f 1 ew . j t . 0 lit Sou th. : . Ame xicj^em d :.tha^^ 


i p street. There -- it was explained to me they were trying to enhance 

y — 

M the credibility of the undercover agent. Bu;03)?EK ffarCjie'v e r "any -*2 

RtJ a r r O's'ts'^rTJto my-' ich'o wVed g e -1 the shit did go on the street. Another 

11 

iHi time they tried an experiment -- putting colored or dyed narcotics 

It 

- on the street. Now I'm talking about quantity.. I'm not talking 

& # . 

\\ 

« about an ounce or two -- I'm talking about a whole lot of su stuff. 


But they had 


running Narcotics. And I had a -- developed 


P . 
Co 
P 

Co 


Co 

P 

Co 

P 

Co 

P 

C o 
P 

Co 


an informant who was in the Mexican Judicial Police and he -- 
When did you go down to Mexico? 

I went down in July of 1970. 

And how long were you there? 

I was there until July 2nd of 1971, until I come to Customs. In 
fact I had intended to and had been offered a job in private industry 
but I wanted to stay with the government if I could and I applied 
to come to Customs and was aciixaccep ted . But -- ah --anyway, I was 
going to get the hell out of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs. Whatever it took, I wasn't going to stay. 

Let me -- let me just ask you this. As to the deal in formant 

4 o u . o f „ ite yi..Q»r i eans . Any 5p;e.'cj‘£i ‘c--guys r ."tha t* a re *s tiJ -V^-drug- agents* 

t ^io.Z 2 iL^ay_we r e. <K jd.e.a 1 ing:a n .. .t hase — 
named 

That were mads by him? 

Right. That --you indicated some one individual there -- 
(Frank -Sal vage? ) 

ended up and then shortly thereafter the informant was dead -- 

No, that's Frankie Waters. 

Right. Were any of those-- 

N 0 *; .Fran k 1 e * s , n o t7 an age n t an y ni o r al 

Ok. 

They, had ^enough on him to get him .out., ...but they . shoul d have / 
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Co prosecutedjiim. -Cl -mean , they had that ki nd. of case on -him. But 
they^di dnj 1 1 . 

P Right. 

Co But of course he's dead now --(end of tape) 


TAPE 9 

Co Well, this -- Judicial Policeman I mentioned. He was in this 

gun fight and he was shot up pretty bad -- him and I -- he and I 

got to be pretty good friends. He had been -- like all of them 
taking payoffs from traffickers 

down there -- mumbkxRgx and he furnished me a 

1 1 s ^t -of; namesT ;of^the. of f.i cial s - that were get ti hg ^a"''p brtidn.'o f" th e 

payoff. - It-ranged-al 1-t h ej*;W ay “f r o nv the Mexican Presi dent back 

apparatus 

d o wnr 1 1 ;,7.:a 1 tet h o u g h o u t r t h e p s k a £ t a r v i i rr t h e 

Fed ei.r.a .lz;iu d i ;.c e.;:2w h.Ti h eTA'tto rri'ey e "ri eT a 1 1 s Of f i ce . 

<r ; -Backat. Joe“Backa 

But -- ah -- h e._*_m.a d njU uy^n a me cU J qe BaekftKx daexBsKkroc 

has got a high position. I think he is Assistant Regional Director 

in New Orleans now. At that time he was in San Diego. Customs has 
Backa 

a file on Joe Backs*. They had a wiretap in Mexico with the 

Mexicans. They picked up Docker talking to the Hernandez brothers. 

And I don't remember which Hernandez in particular. But they were 

Backa 

cutting a dope deal. They knew who Backa* was and Backa, of course, 

knew who they were. B^ut^ the Mexican agent also said fffat7B>cka was 
getting 

rioaix ng x\ known payoffs",.Bu't he was^al so : deal i ng "drugs ^ ^don-'-'t'-knowV. 

I do know that we arrested Backa's neph ew dealing dope, he's from 
Albuquerque and you know New Mexico Justice. If you're familiar with 
it, Backa's uncle is also the U. S. Marshal up there. Anyway, nothing 
happened. He was cut loose on a technicality, whether it be right 
or wrong, he was cut loose. But Backa took an active -- Joe Backa took 
an active part in that trying to get that nephew off . Wei Tr' that -j 
©nl5rjlin... New- Orleans TVow T’ andHThear f fom"T~sou rce down there that 



T--rea 1 ly- don 1 1 wan ta name -- he's an agent down there --- that the guy's 
a runner , up to his as$7 So -- Gentlemen,- I don't really where I 
-- where else to start. There's so god damned much. Certainly it -- 
it ^was known and encouraged that we go ‘into Mexico v? -make cases andj 
if we had to, smuggle i t'1-- -smuggl c the stuff bacj$;. That --that's 
-- that was known from the very top, you Know. They didn't care. 
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Co 


P 


Co 


P 

Co 

P 

Co 

P 


Co 

P 

Co 

P 


Of course, Customs made issue of it a h: ->' of a lot, but you know 
It just didn’t work too good, because at that time Ingersell was 
in very solid with the Attorney General, who was John Mitchell at 
that time. But, I set in on some meetings where this was dis- 
cussed. That they had nothing to worry about. This came out of 
Ingersol 1 * s mouth . 


T/h e rT.y 6 u 'Ws'muggTi rig^?”smuggt'i rig? i F b a FtcT'p e r.'m'ft tTn;gj.t h' cr; s u s p e c t s 
to^sniu ggl e -i t back o r 

Eith.ec.. permit ti n g? them; \o Vs.mif ggl eTTtT'b'ac^^^ ^ 

ti na t.i.onl.or arranging i t to ; be crossed , to be gi ven to an i nf orman it , 


who'" wo ul d,/ in; turn , deli ver?i t This -was -a -—done i n- a J[ot of J 
different jways . -i t was done pre tty' “damned oftgn. And it’s 
happening in my area down there now which is not in -- well, part 
of its in your District but the biggest part of it is in the 
Southern District. They have run loads, they’ve tried to run loads. 
Some of them we caught, some of them not. B u t ; ■ w errd ojh a y e M. ti f o r m a- 
ti.on_thai;.th.ey: , j' , e^doi rig M t . That they’re doing it regularly. They 
have been withholding information concerning smuggling from us con- 
sistently. Even if the stuff gets in the street, they wouldn’t give 
it to us. Nov/, you can call it what you like but when you get 
specific information that there’s going to be a load crossing, you 
can’t get it. You ought to see that somebody does. But -- ah -- 
that’s neither here nor there. 


Wh a tVw eFre ; EaT kj.n g;?a bo li t?. her e ; : J a c kT2?:T.ft e "r o 1 e' Jo f D A C i.FFBN? . B N DD , 
-^C u s t o m s ’ , r/\ ?FC u s t o m s??s yn d r dm e jiff ? lip t’lpr o v i d i n g i n f 9 r m a 1 1 o n - 

- - No cooper at i on, ?.tha t* s right. 

Ok. 

That’s part of -- 

u t?t h em ^-actual 1 y~p er.mi t ti n g ?t he' ~ stu f f ^ t o' go 
through i_but ?wj.?re.-. not sayi ng - that there ’ s -an y ? a gen ts'down ?t here/ 

1 e tti n g-the stuff go -th ro ug I m oanr/^I^' wan t~;,t he ~r e cord to-be 

cl ea r on jthat . 

Not 1 e 1 1 i n;g?i;t?,g oFth'roFgff th a t i F c’an be -- 
Without t h e? .i n t e n t o f * even t u a 11 y * a rresting them? 

Or r- yeah? -- 
Right 


Co 


As far as T know that 


that ’ s 


I don’t know of anybody 
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Co smuggl 1 i'n.g.’.'f or.Tthe .purpose of" vol'u notary gai n^Tor ''’iKe'i r part?. 

p Ok 

Co 0 But -- ah -- I doR--ah, you know, like I say, non -cooperation 

is not gasrix doing anybody any good -- 

P Right. 

Co And I don't care who they work for. I'm very much -- this -- 
can you shut that thing off a minute -- 
(tape stops) 

Co Let's see, now this occurred some time -- 1971 in the U Yucatan 

Peninsuii. We were working a case -- at that time it was jointly 
with Customs, but the man I worked for at the time jnxxxx insisted 
that Customs leave the country. They hadn't the authority to do 
that under the White Papers, so they forced Customs to leave. And 
we carried it forward. Now, -- 

P At that time now, you were with -- 

Co I was with BNDD. 

P Ok. 

Co So, the Customs agents left and went back -- they were out of 

Miami -- they went back. And we made, what I consider a premature 
arrest, of this defendant -- ah -- but'anyw^ 

^and we didn't" know where; the. .restof the people were . .They extracted 

••V.. 

the information out of him the hard way. Theyirt h ir d _jd ejJ.ro e d - the 

Mexi can s-; -7^n ow V- o' e'i r w n . 

P Were there any U. S. agents involved in it? 

Co I was the only one there. I saw it 

P You observed it? 

Co T'ok XBKsax^o b serve d ilit — 

P Ok. 

Co But, they had gotten their orders out of Mexico City -- the Mexican 
Attorney General wax who, at the time, Sanchez Vargas . Ok. As a 
result of that beating, they gave us -- he told where there was a 
camp set up on a lake right outside of Chi camauqa in the state of 

or territory of s . And they had brand new house trailers- 

there, a brand new truck, a brand new car, brand new motorboat and 
motor, just completely everything. And they wanted that stuff 
brought back to Mrkkx Merida, Yucatan. At U.S. expense. So I called 


-- it was of no value to us. There was no narcotics involved or a 

damned thing. IhRKG They were Americans - car-the lienholder was 

GMC or GMAC on the vehicles and I forget now who was the lienholder 

on the house trai 1 ers . So 7 ~T was. 'ordered to"' arrange.7,for ' the ;s tuf f 

t t o - be; m oved i n t o ' Merida y- Y u c a t an .. damn e d "l ong;; di s-y 

taftce r~a ndjj> a i d f o.r/J - -^U . S . *~f u n d s .'j And _th.i s stuff was ul ti ma tel y 

brought j'nto Mexico .City? --""that was at Mexican expense and it was j 

distributed among Rrx Rodriguez, who was the Deputy Attorney General, 
who 

and we contacted in that office for all of our stuff, in 

Sanchez's office, and the lienholders were making inquiries with 

our office, because one of-the defendants that they had beat up on 

-- I made friends with him --and he said that he would testify 

in a Customs case. And I called Customs in Miami to see if they 

were interested in it. They indicated that they were, so I talked 

the administrative people into releasing xt him which was -- you 

know, hKitidmsilixBEnlymb0gnixpuitxrhRmxmxmhmtmhE3xnli:dx he was already in 

prison -- but he did. But before he would release him, he wanted 

him -- the way he termed it -- he wanted him spanked. Well, 

spanked meant they beat the living shit out of him with their 

rifle butts -- soldiers did, just to get his attention, then they 

had a formal deportation at the foot of the -- went out to the 

airplane and off he went* to Miami. But, I suppose he told the 

lienholders where this stuff was. Anyway, then the man lied. The 
Arpio jf 

man Joe RxxRaws* % , . he 'Was""the; Regi onal Di re c to r.’Xt "rtlTe^rti me ^ % He 
lied -- to the lienholder. And -- which he was in the habit of 
doing. He never told the truth very often. He also falsified 
nearly every report that came out of there concerning progress. 

We were making a few cases. Some of them were actually made by 
us -- and I consider silent cases, but the biggest part of them 
were fabrications that came out of -- it made it eakxpx look 
pretty god damned good but it was bull, pure bull. 

Where is Arpio now? 

Boston. He's gatian gotten put in some sort of limbo now. r"ha~d • 

aTgFGrt T ^dean % ''cTf r trouble with him'? I to you, I'm certainly 

not a fan of his. I don't know too many people that are, but t I'm 
certainly not one of them. I refused to write these reports. I 


62 . 


Co had been writing progress -- what we call progress reports for 
years, in region, in New Orleans and when I came to Mexico City. 

I came there because I had headquarters experience and could 
write these reports -- but I wouldn't falsify. So I hadxxx heard -- 
that was the start of my troubles. Then, he fabricated some stories 

to Customs about Rodrigues as to Customs entering the 

coun try . An d yapparen tty ; § ; he;^ bri bed ^ rby;rg~e tt In g him“ tri p£ 

t fr^h.eJ Jn Ited ta r i p u s ; o t h e r t h i n g rto s ex a c 1 1 y yj h a t 

he wanted him to say. And I know this personally, I was there. I 
know. I'm not guessing. At that time, I was sitting in on all of 
these things, and I know exactly what was going on. But anyway 
this was (unintelligible portion) 

which was al 1 wrong 

so when the corporation counsel came down there, or Operation Co- 
operation, they couldn't -- nobody could contact, officially contact 

the Mexican Government. It had to go through Ar . But anyway 

-- it was staged situation, by the way, so they didn't get the true 
picture either as to what was really happening down there. It 

wasn't near the amount of stuff getting out of there getting 

seized that was being reported. So -- let's see -- (tape stopped). 

the same situation that occurred in Yucatan occurred also 

in Cuernavaca. We down there into a little col ony r *'mai nly 

inhabited by Americans. And I can't give you names -- they -- 
they're gone-- as far as -- I can't remember. B‘uXZfhTs3..w or 

71 .^’“And again we seized a marijuana pres s^-^ r:; 4 .w a S- two of them -- 
one small and one pretty damned* big -- 
C Marijuana press? 

Co Yes. No marijuana -- a lot of empty sacks there. They'd been 

apparently bailing a lot of marijuana there, but nothing -- nothing 

was seen. Let me answer that. (tape stopped) We were in Cuernavaca 

and we found the marijuana presses and empty marijuana sacks. It 

Was actually -- if I recall -- three separate houses in this little 

compound occupied by Americans. And they had some pretty nice sniff 

stuff -- hi fi's, xk stereos and that type of stuff. And they ■*- 
in the habit of 

they ' re/ stealing everything -- just right across the board -- just 
whatever they wanted, they'd just take it. 

C By they, you mean the Mexican Federale Police? 


they 

Yeah, right. And so ws had stacked up a pretty tidy amount of, 
you know, personal property of these people and wanted it hauled 
in. Arid ''’again' That was : hauled in at U.S. expense and when it 
go^t'TrT Mexi co* Ci ty , a t- "was^pa reel 'ed"ou t ' tp;;:;the; various Mexi can 
officexs'^lV^t wahted it\ But I made a -- complaint about it to — 
Arpio. I told him that even if we weren't taking anything ourselves. 
We were there and it looked like hell for an American agent. It 
was getting bad with it getting back in the sub-culture that 
American agents were involved in all this stuff and so I wrote a 
repofct and he demanded that I tear it up. T h aT~h^ 
neportTtha't. the- Mexi cans were now honest and had straightened, all 
t rie i r s a kk a ex t a n ’ • c o r r e c t i onal problems u p "anT Two u 1 d n 1 1 ;do i t. 
(answers telephone; tape stopped) I wouldn't destroy it -- 
(tape ends . ) 

10 

Indicated to him that he could tear it up, but you weren't? 

I would not tear it up, that's right. But he wanted it, not neces- 
sarily torn up, but toned down, you know. And I was indicating 
that it was widespread. And he wanted it -- taxtraat portrayed 
as an isolated incident. And I told him that every time we went 
out with these people, that this happened. And, for god's sake, 
we set up a lot of people down there that the M eYf c^ari' r sr"w eht^i rfj 
h a*ir t h e f e^w.aSZ n cf In a£ c id t i c slls e Vi e cf "b u"t : - g 6 "d ; ^d a mri e d :i t , v :they ' d-J 
K-tak e; ; - w hatevexrrt h ey ha d~ anyway ~. nk Jus t sxadxax based on our allega- 
tions these wa guys were crooked. They'd still take the money. 

Or whatever they had. I seen them take the damned jewelry and 
stuff and give them a knot on their head for -- for crying about 
it. I seen this happen many, many times. And I'm telling you 
that this was known -- it's still going on. It's known. But I 
felt that we were responsible, in a way, for this ourselves. So 
I continued -- every time we went out. But I was -- I couldnt 
put it in the report itself. I had to put what we called adminis- 
trative page on the report and that had distribution only in 
headquarters in Washington and our office so there w as only two 
copies. So I don't know that any of those reports ever got to 
where they're supposed to get. Gut I'm not the only one that can 
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Co that can testify to this -- that they did this. And they did it 

setting this up. 

often. And, like I say, we were responsible for SLrccnQxmicmfctexx 

'There had been occasions where these people were --more ^ 

i«?r o r;r] essr s u cfcered i n to Mexico i ht'P"t IV eiTJf.ah'ds7’ o' f't’VTe s e 

"ilexlc^ns^riiTt 'go't r re airtight . ^ We felt like we coul dn 1 1 get the 

dope that . And sometimes there was some innocent 

people involved. That didn‘t have a god damned thing to do with 

with the dope deal, they just happened to be in the damned 

party but they had to go too. One specific xpxaxsxx incident 
two 

involved thxsfi damned well crooks. One of them was fugitive here 
in the Western District, out of El Paso, named Robert Wswx Bowl es 
(or Bowes) and the other one was -- had been under investigation 
several times named George Smith. Well, I worked undercover on 
the case. They delivered ah a scuba tank type full of cocaine 
to me in Mexico. But they flew up in a plane that could only be 
piloted by certain type pilots. Now this was one of these turbo- 
jet aircraft that Smith had bought. These guys wsxkKdx weren't 
involved in the deal. In fact they had been excluded from any 

conver-- I think — I've never saw -- I didn't see them or talk 
in the whole 

to them, ns negotiation, there wasn't any indication that they 

wanted 

were in any way involved. But they fcaadsd the plane. So we went 

out to the airport in Mexico City, with the cocaine, with the 

crooks. And they found in the house cocarine -- a little mor e . Now 

I saw them take the cocaine out of the scuba tank, put it in the 

We 

burp bag that they had taken off the axjcpisnx airplane, it had a 
hunt 

little Easter egg inxxt. They seized the plane. Now they can seize 
the pilots, right? So they went back to the hotel and grabbed these 
two poor bastards up out of bed and they wqkbxxx went to jail. I 
mean, I didn't want to be a party to that kind of crap. ATfd'Tf 
wasxsthe^i : a'S t'^casre^ v ‘V^r^a‘de' for" BffDDT’- I went -- it happendd I 
forget now the exact date = - it was -- ended on a Friday and like 
that Monday, I went in and told them I had had it. That I wouldn't 

groups 

pull of any more. But I was a goad supervisor down there and on 
paper, the number 3 man for all Latin America. You cannot believe 
the stuff that I saw coine across my desk. Or the stuff that the 
agents would come in and report to me, which I would in turn report 
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Cq -- nothing would be done. It never got out what was going on down 
there. I think that if the truth were known, that the investigation 
they're doing on CIA would pale by comparison. I mean it. It's -- 
it's rotten. It's been going on down there for some time. Anyway, 

you want specifics and (unintelligible 

P *Le t 3 L§£jU $ J77S :X’^Xi jfy. i s ord s-,-t hes e - a 1-legation s " 

r.e g a r d s . a c t i o n s - ~i n~ Mex i co i n thje, y e a r s „,7JL 7”77ZQ.V7 7.1 » w h en ~yb u wer e 
s tat i o n e d down there. — P. r„i m.a el.lx.- 1 h o.s e... act to n s_w e.r e _a.t e a s t ram-^ 
r oy'ed;;by.;: t h el'M e'xiq a n To'f .ft cia 1 $X 7 .a 1 1 h o u;g h' ~t h e r £7 W ere; ;c a s e s ; ; i n w h 1 c h 
BNDD wasj^wpjcXI.rig^jO ons to sever thei r 

ti e s ' w i t h ' t h e M e x i c a n'Te d eral e s^'af te r 77 they ^happened . 

Co XesI** they never did. .. . 

P Ok. 


Co On one occasion at the Linconberry prison in Mexico City. We had 
arrested three Italians. They had just gotten visas into the 
United £a States and there w as some indication they might have 
narcotics. We'd been survei 1 1 i ng them for some time. One of them 
was wanted by Interpol, out of Italy for a murder. And, you know, 
anyway, when they left Mexico City, we stopped them outside of 
Mexico City on the toll bridge and brought them back in to -- it's 
a kind of a overnight cell that they a lot of times keep people 

for months in, but it's called La . It's riot 

Linconberry prison but it's a kind of hold-over, temporary type 
detention. One of these men's name was DeStefano, now his grand- 
father was pretty famous as an opera singer, and -- in Italy. And 
in questioning the guy, the Mexicans started getting a little rough 
with him, and one of the American agents jumped in and started 
battering hell out of the guy too. Well, they were -- the guy 
was making quite a lot of racket, you know, hurting. They never 
gave him a chance to answer a question, they just were really giving 
him hell, stomping him, kicking him. The guy was hurting pretty 
bad. So this agent took a pair of socks out of the guy's suitcase 
and crammed them in his mouth, you know*, v/here he couldn't scream 
and he couldn't answer the questions either, which they were asking. 

And, ah -- really giving him a going over. I finally walked up 
he better 

and told him/fce lay off. If the Mexicans wanted to do it, 


you know, we're in their country, we couldn't. But, we were only 

interested in searching their car, which we never did. We never 

got a chance to search it. In other words, we were xndxxx inside 

but we never got a chance to put it up on a grease rack to see if 

there were any narcotics there. I think there was. But the was 

a situation where if the Mexicans said no, we had to acceptthe no 

because I think they thought there were narcotics in it too. But, 

we'll never know. B u t w a y s — the narc~6~tics" t haTWe ^ — h a v e 

a n y t h i ngt o |y sei zi ng , woul d a l ways ge t baclc i n ; the street 

We. -never .witnessed des tructlon.-Of heroin or cocaine... We never saw 

tiiat'i^-The marijuana- -r^one case , ' one^paf ti.cul ar lease pirwa'Sk'the 

undercover agent on a ton of mani cured m grass, and I know 

exactly what was there, including one huge cardboard box that was 

xsxxad seed ready to be piarcadx planted. This box of seed weighed 

15 kilos. When we had the ceremonial burning, I was particularly 

looking for that box of seed which wasn't there. A little bit more 

than half of what we'd been reax originally seized was there. So, 

that's the things I know personally. I know -- we seized about 40 

kilos of cocaine and the informant who made the case there for us 

said there was a 15,000 some odd dollars that that one of the 

South Americans had when he was arrested. Well, we weren’t allowed 

to participate. We told the Mexicans where it was and .they wouldn't 

let us participate. We wanted for -- any intelligence we could get, 

you know, papers the guy might have, phone numbers, anything we could 

get. They couldn't find the guy, you know. He got away. Found a 

sui tease . that had 3 or 4 hundred dollars in it. So, we d found out 

later what happened. They took the money off the guy. This was a 

guy named Rene SanMaria and very notorious, but -- ah -- but we would 

write these things up and in this particular case I wasn't allowed 

to write this up. This guy named Roberto "Mar i n o ~ w rote it up. He was 

Arp i o ' s 

also the one that beat this guy DeStefano. And was thexgHyxar man 

A r p i o 

that v/ould do whatever axpower told him to do. And so none of 
Marino's reports came to me. Everybody, el se 's did but not Marino's. 

I was a grade 13 and he was a 12. But that's the way things are. 
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He was willing to do it. It's -- 
Arpio is still in the employ of DEA? 

Yeah, Yeah. (tape turned off.) Six months with DEA. 


Co 
C 

Co 

P tOk-j- you were ."lie re.' for a - period begi nnin^^vFe‘n*T^n "El " Pas.b? 

— '' " _r * 

Co July" 2ndJXl- ■.’.‘to ^.N6veiiiber74'» .73^ about that. Almost two years I 

was with Customs. But -- ah -- during this period of time, we 

run into a you know a different situation with three DEA agents 

Jesse J 

that were here ixguBxmxmtmwas Bau ti s ta/, Oscar 'Lecomb/ and; Joaqui n;r 

Legaretta 4- no four -- and -jOhn Mattingly>, Mow, I don't Bautista 

• ~ _ - ^ 

was able to ever control these three other guys. 

C Was Bautista nominally in charge? 

Co Yeah, he was in charge. But Jesse was -- ah -- you know, haxwx he's 

getting to the point now he's ready to retire and -- and I think 

if he didn't have a house full of kids he probably would have already. 

But Jesse's -- ah -- he I'd say he's easily conned, you jta know. 

I kfnoyr..t fr atjtjfese ; t h re e;x ou 1 d jron ----con-an-es ki mo -i n to buyi ng an r 

i ce box u t -t h ey r a n -~p re tty" iix l d x r J pre t ty_ w i 1 d~ i n^El^ Paso . ^They 

. were did mostly -- pretty much what they wanted to. Especially 

over in Mexico but -- one particular instance -- I. can't remember the 

guy's name. He was a sorry bastard that said something to Oscar 

Lecomb -- he was off duty. He was over at I believe it was at 

Portafina. A joint right across from the-KexxxxxKBastx restaurant 

right across from the roadway in Juarez. I think it was the Portafina. 
a i o f 

B’ ut^frr^hT ^-r ai 1 / three/ g My a t h e s'ef ~g tiy $T‘ ft 6C.XQ l.'d .. tng^t h is , ^ had n o 

reason to' doubtrji t^iZC’Ah.d - I.‘ ve heard- it - from"o'ther 'sources . s i nee . 

But, somebody sai d.somethi ng to Lecomb and Lecomb called Legaretta 

Mattingly 

and WsrcxKgiy and they,..came over there with baseball bats*,.. And waded 

into the guys over at Portafina and beat the hell out of them with 

baseball bats. And, of course, nothing was ever done about that. 

C Who were they attacking or fighting with? 

Co It was some guy that had said something to Lecomb. I mean -- it was 
crook 

--he's a cook over there. It was some words exchanged over there 
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Co and -- so, Lecomb took it on himself to call the rest of them over 
there and they saded in with baseball bats. And, you know, came 

on back. But a lot of people knew that they were — I 

Krbwx -- knew that they were with BNDD at that time. -- that 
were BNDD agents. And -- ah -- Lecomb was working undercover one 
time at -- we were at the -- ah -- Holiday Inn - airport. Dealing 
with some young kids, hippies, and one of them's name was Mark 
Files and I can't remember the other two guys. They were -- the 
guy didn't -- he was supposed have some LSD to sell. Well, Lecomb 
wanted this to be -- you know -- a lot. So, he finally got the guy 

to get a buEhxafx bunch of corn starch to come up with 29 pounds 

of LSD, which is just -- trace of LSD. But it took -- we killed a 
lot time -- we were out there on a case, besides being a screwed up 
way of doing businessv- waiting for the son-of-a-bi tch to go cut 

this god damned stuff with corn starch. And I don't know 

but I do natxknow about this 29 pounds because I was out there. I 
was on surveillance during the whole time. And heard part of the 
conversation, I know that -- that's fact. But; he-r-jaccordi ng to-.-....- 
an ,agen t-that- reported -i.t-.to_ me , that --ah -- Lecomb would, you’ 
know, buy dope and cut off part of .i.t you . know, _as payment to^the 
guy^ thjJ^f.ajic|hX^iX..W . And, I know from my own experience (tape 
ends) 

TAPE 11 

R Co --violation of BNDD regulations but a violation 

of law to do that. 

C D o.;you^h a ve a ny~pe r s o n a 1 ~ ;k n o w 1 ed g e y f J ac k; ,.^o;f yany 71 ns tan c e s w h e r e : 

Lee o m bTac £u a 111 y. did Ti t h a t 

Co That I actually saw him, no. But there was an agent present when 
he did that. 

C Do you know who it was? 

Co Yeah, Herb Hales * 

C Herb Hales? 

j 

Co Yes. He actually saw it. 

C Approxi mately when did this occur? 

Co Jesus Christ-- 

C What year, do you know? 
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Co This year, I believe. 

C This year? 

Co I believe thttt^sxxxghtxx so. 

P That was with regard to what allegation? The 29 pound deal. 

Co No -- no that occurred in 73. I know that. 

P What one are we talking about? 

Co This one where he gave part of the purchases of heroin to the 

guy that brought him into the connection. 

P Oh, I see. 

Co As payment. 

P Ok. 

C Actually gave the informant part of -- 

Co It wasn't the informant. It was a kind of unwitting informant. 

That brought him in. ^th'e;r ~-d amn e d ; mu c h •• stuff. .-/ 

P Will how long have you been gone from El Paso, here. Jack? 

Co I left November 4th, 73. And I've tried to stay away from these 

people as much as possible. I — 1*11 tell you one that happened in 
San Antonio. You're familiar with it too. TlfatT R u dyJ ngers’al 1 ~cas e T 
You remember that dentist there -- 73 -- before the merger. And I 
was still with Customs and -- 

C I do remember a case on a dentist, I believe. 

Co Didn't we have -- didn't we -- conference in Judge Sessions office 

and talking -- we had -- oh -- Vanderloo and a whole bunch of ATF 

people, we were talking about a lot of stuff we'd dug up in our 

investigation that was a kind of shotgun -- every agency had a shot 

or May 

at the damned thing. Seems it was in April/ 73. I know once you 
were called in on. But, any way, in that particular case there was 
a contact put out on Ingersall. And before we had started into the 
investigation too rispp deep, we went to BN and asked if they had 
anything they were doing on these people, Ingersoll, Jim Dement, 

guy named a kaix whole lot -- Jack Hanratty. They 

said no, didn't have anything. Mot a god damned thing. And -- ah -- 
turned out they did. They had a guy named Johnny Castillo that was . 
an informant of theirs that had been approached by Boyd Beck and 
Bobby Ray Irwin to kill Ingersoll. They knew this all the time and 
we found out about it through a completely different source. That 
there was a contract on him. We didn't take a chance. We sent the 


guy up to Dallas. Put him in a hotel up there. And the guy made 

a mistake and called a broad that he koew in Dallas -- but, anyway, 

Castillo ends up in Lake Lakemeyer , deader than hel 1 . T "And Cas til 1 o, 

^l^n.rXnJbrm'an t that had just got* through working some cases in 

Detroit. He had just come back into town. So, we were sure, you 

know, that they v/ere setting on all this god damned information for 

themselves. And, you know, what else. Which could have been 

disasterous for us if we hadn't lucked out and got our own piece 

of information. It was disasterous for one man. And I -- I think 

But that's 

stuff like that. I can't see the sense in it. about it 

its in 

xamaxaf the files in San Antonio. Very well documented. They had 
me write that up after Castillo was found and we got the whole 
story. Well, boy. Then, in Mexico, I worked with a guy a very 
short period of time, two or three weeks. He came down to take 
the place of somebody who'd gotten run off by Arpio. Hi'sTn.a.irieV.wasy 
F rank u z m a n H e came-out of New York , to. Mexico Ci ty . Got in 

some trouble down there and got bounced out of Mexico. And he was 
sent to New Orleans. He got sent out of New Orleans to Nashville, 
Tennessee . A 1 Tc’ri'.g h‘t‘^P-r ari^.^ s u p po Ve 8 1 y v e 1 o pie cl 'a;;c.o.ns.pi r.acy*. 

7 case; ;3n_a;“ g uy by the name of. Lee Chagra and .a whole lot . of other 
people.;.-^'. 45 of them We.ll, Frank came out here before I got back 
into Customs. And he said, you know you have been work Trig on a guy 
n’am e~d T.i nr 0 ' Shay ^ . I said yeah, I have. And he said I understand 
you've got some tapes, tape recorded stuff he gave you on all these 
people. I said yeah, he did, but he axexxa gave it to us with the 
unders tandi ng that it wouldn't be used unless he got granted 
immunity. Now at that time. Bill Sessions and I worked together on 
that thing. Sessions and 7 I^wen trover to Uval de where - .1 had him in 
jai 1- and"We t a lk e d to . t he g uy ' and it; was a 1 1- exp la i ned to him. Yshx 
E ven though we couldn't give him immunity, we woul dn ' t use the tapes 
Gentlemen's agreement - that he would go ahead and tell us but we 
were waiting for an answer out of Justi ce But I had the 

tapes. But being that I was no longer really in control of anything 
while I was with DEA, those tapes ended up in the hands of Frank 
Guzman, and I don't know where they are now. They ended up with 
Guzman. Guzman asked me to take him out to -- to -- ah talk to 
Shea. I told him yeah, I'd do that. I'd take him out there and 
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introduce him and give him the pitch but it was up to him if he 
nte d to cooperate. You know, I would 3c just make the introduc- 
tion and that's it. And they went out there on their own. Guzman 
Mid some other people who I don't know who they are. They came 
down in an operation they called Sand Storm that they were working 

. Anyway, they insisted that Shea cooperate 
and they were threatening to take him and the types tapes and 

everything to a grand jury. And give the tapes to . Well, 

he was concerned and he called me, and I got concerned. I called 
Bill Sessions who was still U. S. Attorney in San Antonio. He 
scsuKfidx assured me and Shea and everybody that the agreement still 
held. h e^rn-R-x tothvi n-g :ha open e d;.— Fran k--G u zma n~got bought . Mow * 

they- know that, Jfelltook. '$1 0 ,000 -from a~l awyer-H n the -case- and they" 

; ^ 

‘•think’ ■$33 a 000‘\ Now I got some information and I don't really want 
* • ' Buddy 

to say right now, but I understand Brother & Chagra and some of 
these^Qiliej^. people .around*’ here • pai d-i h to -t h e kitty .-to buy the 
singer . He was putting out the word, you know, not to everybody 

but I mean a certain few that it was in . We thought with 

the courts but it was better than that. It went right straight to 

the agent and and they ain't never done nothing about that. They 
just fired the guy, but they should have pursued that god damned 
thing because I think most of that originated right out here while 
he was here. He was here a long time working on a case. 

C Vlhat was tkxxxstiBKix Guzman's position? 

Co Special Agent, DEA. At that time DEA, formerly BNDD, formerly FBN. 

He had been around a while. 

P When was he fired? 

Co Hot long ago, just a few months ago. So that's a matter of record 

with -- 

** An d h Q~’was~-t h e case agent on — the Chagra case?r 
Co Yeah, god damned sure was. Sure was. 

And you mentioned tha t ther e was evidence that lie i had received 

6t least„$.lo,00,0? 

,{ lght. They had -- I don't know they got it, but they had a scrap 

of paper that said 1 0U $10,000 and signed Frank Guzman you . 

— L!i?_t was just a loan, but the word is ppx -- 
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C Who was that supposed to have been from? Who'd he get the money from. 

Co One of the other lawyers in the case, I think, in Nashville. 

word was 

But the word among the talking the easing out they 

was $36,000 took not all in one lump sum, but -- 

P What was Guzman able to do for them in return for that amount of 
money? 

C o I t’.Twa s7Tml5"e 1 Te ve a b 1 e7 X c r e wed hat’, c a se tip . That case wasn't prosecuted 

when he got through with it. His report was bad; everything was bad. 

A lot of things he didn't follow up on, he should have followed up 
on. Just -- for a conspiracy that -- I think they ended up with 
45 defendants in the damned thing. You couldn't con vi ct , hardl y anybody 
with what he wrote up. Anyway. The case was thrown out and he retired 
and there wasn't anything else said. Vxyx Very quietly got away. 

RX Were you aware of it? Aside from the case being thrown out? 

C Well, I was aware the case in Tennessee and Chagra had been dismissed 
but I did not know , I don't know any of the facts and circumstances. 

Co I didn't think because I am sure -- as long as he was out 

here, I know god damned well, that it originated right here. I'll 
lay you any odds on it. Now I don’t know where those tapes are. I've 
got no idea where they are. 

C Ho wTdid^G ilzman' come into possession of your - fa peY" v df "your - conversations 
^.,wit h Shea ?_ — & 

Co Hell, - ;.I w o r k e d _"XQ. i v 7t ffCrpTf t f ft 77 ^r;';h a d ;;; to g i v e • . t h e m . , u p. Y o u 

don* t understand t h i s_qutfit^,_ ;Jo h n , 7t hey 1 r e ~ not. 777 th e y ■ ; d o n l.t play 
by anybody's rules but their own. 

C Well, who would have been the proper custodian of those tapes? 

Co He. Under the circumstances. 

C But under the regulations or rules of the agency, you had to give 
them up, all right, to whom? 

Co Well, I I gave them up to, I believe, Bartorff. 

C & P - ~ B a r t or f f ? 7 B o b *- Bartorff? 12 

Co Yeah. That's another story too, but I had to give those, I believe 

CP He was then the acting SAIC out here? 

Co Yeah. Either gave them to him or Roberts? 11 ‘ Robertson got a promotion 
shortly after coming into DEA. I might have given them to Robertson. 

I don't remember. I was really proud about ever* getting anything. 
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a source of 

But I had snsk assurance that they wouldn't be used where they 

intended to use them, so I didn't pursue it any further than that. 

Also, along about that time I had a lot of personal problems. My 

wife was sick and had to put her in the hospital. I" gofa^ hardship 

t r n a*s r.e a 1 1y- di dn '-t -~c a r eV’tfi a t . o t h e rH;h a n^fce e p 1 n.g my 

Wor..d7/to;Tth'e'; fro/i Aside from that, I let it go. But knowing what 

there * s 

I know about Guzman and also ers_ an agent over there in New Orleans, 

which is still DEA. I -- hell I've been in narcotics with him 

for - jeaus - years and he told me confidentially what they had on 

nailed him 

Guzman as far as the rest of the money. One they knowxflf for sure 
was $10,000 but the rest of it was around $36,000. It had come 
-from another source here in El Paso. Bunch of crooks -- it was $36,000. 

Far as I know it was $36,000. I believe it. The guy that 

, they were making tremendous amount of money off this 

narcotic. I am sure they had it to pay. Because I'm sure 
it was worthwhile paying . Of course, it's an embarrassing situation, 
too because that would have made some kind of headlines. But -- you 
know, let me give you an example. When I left BNDD and come to 
Customs, they had no idea I was going to do it. I couldn't tell 
anyone I was going to do it. They're the most vindictive bastards 
you ever want to meet. If they find out you are fixing to go out, 
if they can wreck you before hand, they will. So, I had' no problems 
as far as my job performance , no way, I -- In fact I had gotten 
two awards, back to back. One of them came just about four days 
before I actually gave them the word I was quitting. So they 
couldn't do a hell of a lot so far as -- you know, bad mouthing me 
after -- one of the awards came directly form Ingersall for some- 
thing I did in New Orleans. But it came directly from him, so -- 
word of 

when I got back with the merger, I got a message. Now you're 
going to find out how the Jews felt when theyfled from Germany to 
Austria. You know, they didn't have to tell me that. I already 
knew it. I'd been in that outfit a long time, and I'd seen this 
kind of stuff-- 
P Who told you that? 

Co Off the. record I'll, tell you, but not on the record. 

C Well, it doesn't do us any good uhless we can use it. 
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Co -V; i nee Mem a 1 o , A ^j . 

C -Vi nee who? 

Co Me ilia ToT '-/! 

P Who is he? 

Co DEA.- I think he is a training officer in region in 

Dal las. 

P Do you think he said that in a position to enforce it or -- 

Co I think -- ha no he wasn't in a position to enforce it. I> pretty 

vFleur?^ 

sure he was delivering a message and ah -- so. Saul-- ah Flint. 

Let me tell you about Flint. The allegations of the gentlemen this 
mi (TAPEENDS ) 


TAPE 12 

Co Regional Director of DEA in Dallas. The informant who gave 

me the information about all the other agents, which proved correct, 
al£o gave information h about Art Fleur. Art Fleur was demoted 
and transferred. That's all that happened. Transferred to Arizona. 

But now .he's back up. But we always -- there existed in headquarters 
what we called the Purple Gang. The old bureaucrats. I don't 
care what name you given them. Tha;t3W i £ hro.ug ho u t . 

Ifaw^lnge rso 1 1 mayvbe;: a t- ; .the hea d or Ba r te 1 sy; or Gera dona 1 d . 

•.v .. 

that same heirarchy has been there and is still there. 

Now granted a few have retired here in the last year. I think behind 

it -- some pressure has been broughtto bear. Congressional hearings. 

Some of them chosen to drop out. That same group is there. They 

always make the policy. They always will as long as they're there. 

This -- this -- you can see for yourself or ask anybody who’s been 

you 

around this business very long. But that was a group that/did not 
v/ant down your back. If they told you to do something, you'd better 
hEii get doing it in a hurry, because they weren't going to accept 

any other answers except .. Now, One time I was called 

-- this was during the same period of time. I think it was late 67 
or very early 68 -- still hadn’t had the merger, with BDAC, called 
at home, I was acting agent in charge in New Orleans, told to standy 
by, don't leave for work. He’s called my next instruc- 


tion was call in sick. I called in sick. Next question was you got 
any wiretap equipment. I said no, I don’t have any kxkkb£ wiretap 
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Co equipment. Because Senator Long's committee was running amuck. 

We turned in everything. They said, well, can you get it. I xayx 
said maybe I can get it. Gulf Port TV had a ton of it. Yeah, 
probably can. Well, see if you can and call us back. Called back. 

Ok. He said we're going to tell you who to put it on but I tell 
you if you get caught, you're going to get fired. I said well Pm 
not going to do it. You'all forget it. He called back later and 
said, well, we'll repremand you and transfer you. I said no sir, 

I'm not going to do that. You know, if you're not going to help, 
you're not going to back me, the hell with it, I'm not going to go. 

So, they decided I wasn't the right. man. They never told me who to 
put it up. But they damned sure -- I'll guamamtsfix lay you odds 
somebody put it on . 

g P Who called you to tell you that? 

Co F can k ^Papas ,v r ;Y o u !K w^FY'a^lC^IP a jra s ^h.a s rvHt -;go t -s ens e - eno ugh., to know , 

w h at w 1 jr e£ a p.is U Somebody cause he didn't know 

anything about anything. 

C Jack, do you have any other information about -- what might be violations 
that evolved or occured in El Paso while you were here? 

Co You know, I kinda think -- ah -- I^hove^ ; uspn cion s*^a bout one and I'm 
not -- I'm not in a position where I can give you first hand informa- 
tion. Now Herb Hales wauid would -- he could tell you i*f he v/ants 
to tell you. I understand -- they had a gun fight over there -- 
but the gunfight -- 
C ... uaV e z ? ^ 

Co ,-I are But we are sure fmom information we get from our sources 
that it wasn't really a gun fight. The one guy had a gun. Man 
never found that. He never found the gun. So It looked like, although 
there may have been one gun, the rest of them didn't have them when and 
they were fleeing. In the process of flight, Lecomb shot one of 
them, fleeing. Tried to get Hales to do it and Hales didn't do it. 

And he emptied the gun, emptied the god damned gun. Still alive, 
though. Shot to pieces but he was still aline. And one guy they 
khux found in a field that -- couldn't determine where he was there 
or not, but he'd been shot, too. But he was a rotting skeleton w you 
know, when they found him. He'd been just about right died about 
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Co the right time but no way really of saying that guy was there. 


that was skimmed over very . 

p When did that occur? 

Co It occureed 

P Hales can give us the details on that? 

Co Yes he can. He sure can. Now I wasn't there but the pattern, when- 
ever you have a sho6t-out in Mexico, it gives you 

You don't tell the truth. Officially or unofficially. I knewxxtx 
did. My reports in Mexico have got the truth in them. In my 
judgment. The Mexicans may change one to go except all the respon- 
sibility for it. And he did officially with the Mexican government. 

Which . They kept the thing as 

far as they could. Inspection is supposed to investigate every 
shooting. Not necessarily the individual but the incident. And they 
didn't this one.. Because Arpio was super tight with Ingersoll 
and got Ingersoll not to do it. He didn't want an i nves ti a^ja&rion in 
that office. He couldn't have stood an investigation. Mow the shooting 
would have been a vehicle for them to be in there and once they were 

there, it would have been holy hell. And he knew it because in less 

than a year before he left and he really couldnt 

survive it. So, whatever strings he pulled with Ingersoll, and he 
did 

admitted he/pulled the xtongx strings, there was never an investiga- 
tion. They accepted what we put on paper as correct. And it was -- 

it was correct. Still it should have -- should have been done. Now 

vouchers=and things like that, there were fraudulent vouchers. In 
other words, they bought things for Mexicans that were charged off 
some other way. I was supposed to review and approve vouchers and 

I wouldn't approve some of them but Arpio did. when I wouldn't 

do it, he'd do it. But they were always , you Know, like 

$45.00 for a god dman damned breakfast for two people in 

Mexico. So this kind of shit went on and on and on. And, well, hell, 

so in the process of hdz hiding reports, we were under 

orders from the White House to furnish all copies of our reports con- 
cerning smuggling to Customs. We didn't. We gave them some things, but 
we had two sets of files. We wore like a bookkeeper chiseling keeps 
two sets of books. We had another set of files locked up in the safe. 
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Co We v/e had a i& liaison man there in the office. 

In fact he was so fogged with footwork, he really thought every- 
thing was beautiful. Flo way. Mo way. We -- cut that things: off. 

We had one man reviewed Mexican newspapers. If he read there was 
a seizure somewhere in Mexico, he would call wherever that seizure 
was made and get the names of the defendants, the amount of the 
drugs, and write it up just like we had done it. And this was -- 
thi s - was 7 a- -pa 1 1 e r ij^;a n d;.:h C;t o o g: th a t • was done 

l i.H.e'rth at ; .rUJ n 1 ess /Tt was TaTTs ma Ti;^ airio u nT^ f rma r i j u a n a o ^.-something , 
v.ma inly hard narco ti cs ^ 

P This was at the direction of Ap Arpio? 

Co Right. 

P Who made up the reports? 

Co Well, when I refused to do it, he did he it. So he did it hmiself. 
And this was very often, -- now the one who actually wrote the BND-6 
as we called, which is an investigative report, mostly Burton and 
tyaredo , Burton Laredo would write it. Now there were certain things 
that he had been directed to do on some major violators that we had 
surfaced, hut that he didn't do. George Belt that has just recently 
retired, came down with a real scorcher directed at me to get one 
of these reports. And I -- it was supposed to come from Laredo. 

Taken out of my hands and another agent's hands and assigned to him. 
But he wouldn't do it. And I went to Arpio and showed it to him. 

And he said it wasn't any of my business. But there was another 
one came down -- another teletype. "T ft V s ""V/ a s’Vg e 1 1 i n g a /n a s ’tyT^^6''X^ ,, ' 
wrote .a_BND-6 s howi ng jny_ efforts- to -'get * rk- a- report ^Tj us t ~to cover 
my ass ,-..,.because_..that...was .the-.game we played, cover your ass. 

So , - that memorandum was returned to hie. _ It v/as a big red X and re- 
turned. And so I wrote a memorandum to him and sent a copy to 
Washington, explainining what I had tried to do. And he couldn't 
fight that, but I did get a severe ass chewing from Arpio for sending 
it direct in, but that was the only way I could do it. And keep the 
problem from happening to me. But I don't understand really why he • 
wouldn't do it. Nov/ there was something there that I didn't know 
about, going on, but -- very strange. Oh boy. So I did write a 
memorandum also covering the graft. I set out exactly what type 
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Co officials were getting how much, how often. And tu:\ process it 
took to get a badge in Mexico -- you buy your bad* . And you 
pay to keep it -- pay $500 a month to keep it. So I had all this 
broken down in a pretty damned lengthy report entitled, you know, 
police corruption. I seriously doubt that thing went anywhere, 
real ly . 

C You submitted that to Arpio. 

Co Yeah. But I get get you a copy of it. 

C You think you still do have a copy? 

Co Yeah. Now I can give you a lot of dates -- I've got my -- you know, 
we made daily reports. A" 1 ot; 7 pf^th i;S;^s t u tfyr*T£ a P.rJ? 1 P P P. TP t ' r e x a c 1 1 y% 
<4/i th/fa'a tes . u Whi ch yd il* wouT d V need ; r 7r i *g h t vr? - A s f a r— as- Guzman j n 
Nashville, I don't know how you are goin£ to go about getting that 
unless you can -- got a way to pry it out of DEA inspection, and 
I don't know whether they would give you the whole package or not. 
Maybe they would. I don't know. I don't v/ant you to take my word 
for it. I know what I am telling you is factual. The man is gone 
and that's why he is gone. 

C Your surmise is they let him out with a resignation in order to 
avoid the unpleasant publicity that would result from anything 
else? 

•V 

Co Yeah. It dang sure is. 

C And he was able to botch up the case so much that it resulted in 
the dismissal? 

Co Yeafr; And I do believe that he got a lot of information that he 
would have never got from those tapes. That he got from me or in 
any event that came from me. Now I should have copies those tapes. 

I didn't though. I should have. But for the most part, Bill 
Sessions knows what's on them. I mean, you know, he heard them. 

I think he was there when I got the tape. So I don't know what 
his exact recollection would be on it, but we did write reports on 
it. There is a case report. I -- just Thornton and 

j 

S Abraham that same case. Ralph wouldn't go on it. lie 

felt like it was not enough. 

C By Ralph, you mean Ralph Harris? 
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Co 


C 

Co 


Harris, yeah- Now, I talked to Jamie about a good bit of this 

stuff. And °f course, pretty damned solid guy as far as 

I am concerned. He was concerned about a£x*hx some of the things 

Ron 

going on and our -- I'll tell you I didn't gat go to skk -- now 
1 don't want this to sound like an allegation -- it's not, please 
believe me, it's not an allegation. r T juTtrwasn •• t *rea 1 1 y s lire — 
t h a t;.;ii;cpXU3..aI JC t o/ R o Because Ron was fairly new at the time 

and he was -- I think -- enampW ,-you know , - Marti nez , 

the former U. S. Magistrate. And I had an informant that was 

around the a lot and that they were -- he was telling 

me that they were getting KidxsfxstM, you know, really special 

treatment at the . 

By they, you mean ? 

Ron and >Ma ri o And -I -di dn 1 1- really* (TAPE ENDS) 
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Mario . 

Co you know what he might say to Msjckksx You know, as far as 

Ron is concerned, I don't think Mario -- may 

. At that time, he was pretty impressed by 

M Mario . It was obvious/ They wou 1 d^ go^o uT"To g e'th e t r \i i th ; thei r h 

fami.l i esTand /al l that . IT/.just real ly di dn 1 1- trust Mario more than 

I>..d.i.dri'/t. -trust- Ron , you know .i t wasn ' t^tha t . I was j us t^a fra i d o f 

the friendship. And even af ' t e rj/M a>j. o"I'.Ve.if t?o.f fi ceT, : Ron 'was - 1 n > the 

U . S.T/ ^torhVy7“s*!D‘if:f Tce'^ they sti IT went out -together^ As far as 

I know, they still do. I don't know I haven't been in contact with 

this informant for some time. But they were getting very, very 

favored treatment . . 

^ What is this Go 1 f i ng Club? 

race track 

It's a dog track/over at Juare 2 . 

^ Who was giving the favored treatment. Jack. 

Co owned by the that's who owns the 

f Jod damned thing __ . 

__special treatment when they came in they 

were really . I just, like I say, I didn't trust Mario. 

He may be a great guy, but I don't think so. 
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Co So, some things I told Ralph, nsfcxin his 

official capacity. I knew Ralph pretty well, but he didn't seem 

interested. He never proceeded. The case on I 

thought was pretty good. It's probably in the U. S. Attorney's 

office. You may want to pull it and see about it. 

^getting rid of some evidence, and he arranged 

for it and I expect the whole shebang. He was 

actually right after the commission of other crimes which was 
a federal 

assault on/an officer. These agents were taken out in the desert 

and arranged . In fact he told one to 

run and they both talked to 

. got the god damned together and he told him to flee. 

v/ as a defendant ifi the case 

Kem Shay/and he told him to flee. I 

including everybody. told her to get the 

gun. She was the least likely to be under surveillance. You know 

I thought had it documented. But 

that's neither here nor there. So nobody was particularly too 
interested in this kind of stuff so I didn't worry about it. It 
wasn't my job. This is the first time I've really set down 
and told anybody. This isn't all of it. I r cau^ HT my :;p 

r day d^jre me mb e r;; a s I g o along . : 

P We really appreciate you doing that, Jack. You know, trying to pull 
together everything that you've got. Particularly as to the details 
if we're going to make anything as to the allegation against Arpio; ^ 
because hasExax basically if he was filing false statements, it is 
going to take a lot of review to go back to them and getting them 
tied as to facts and cases and most of the things you have told us 
today have been in that area, when you were in Mexico in 70 and 71. 
And, correct me if I'm wrong, they do involve allegations against 
Arpio and basi cal ly. agai ns t him only. Is that it? 

Co N o"V -Hi £ n d o"^^ Mari no was * 

- - • • . •'* 

P Ok, well, you know, if you can pull those out and get the details 

that'ri be fine. 

Co I can pull out some names of people that got the hRaikrlixbsratx hell 

beat out of them and when and when the things v/ere pretty much -- when 

things transpired -- writing reports. Mr. Pinckney, 

I don't have access to all those Files anymore. 
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P What I'm saying the ones that you can identify, then I -- I mean 

it's impossible for me to go -- anything w' hout some sort of date, 

some sort of entry into the system -- defendant or date. 

Co Yea h a n 29 j v e.iy put h a t ZDCc a nT'gi v <T"you 'e no tig h ~ toco rne'up^; with 

t he/fil ..e.SLtJ A Lot o f t i iri e T~7c o u 1 ou - could k e £ g k n referby a 

bunch- o^names/. I can give you the principle name like 

and case number so you can zero in. Now this deal with the informant 
in New Orleans and 

getting murdered whatever. Those files were never put out 

these files are always locked in my safe in New Orleans 

and headquarters and such and I don’t even know if these files exist 
gone through 

or not. Because gandxo _Geordano and Ingersoll and Bartels 

and I don’t know who the is now. I never heard of him. 

(mutsh&x mumbling - unintelligible ) Really bad stuff. 

C Well, whatever you can furnish us by way of dates or names or files 

numbers that would help us identify specific records would be helpful. 
If there are other matt er s~w h' i;c h'ty'o^^t tl .0 k 1° u 3 h t to. be 

b ro u g h t ' " t o -o u r^at t;e n t i o nj;; w h;a tfc v e r^i t ; i^y^we; 1 11 £ - be ;;g 1 a d ; to^h a ve it 
p-a n d r e ylewXt . 1 ) 

Co Well, this smuggling operation I was telling pou about where they 

wi th 

brought the stuff into the country. That was not in Arpi.o’s original 

•i.v v 

knowledge . In fact, he was pretty pissed off about it because 
they just sent him a copy of the report marked secret that it had 
already happened, you know, xtrnsibamtEadmbEiEkx v/hen he started getting 
stuff back and forth. And similar operations exist. But -- ah -- 
there was so god damned much of it. 

P Where what is your present status now. Again, I know you put 
that on the record. You’re in Laredo. 

Co Yeah, I’m Director of the Customs Patrol. You kno w, Dave Porter 

the exact same position. But I was former Chief of 

Police in Kingsville and Deputy Sheriff of Beeville before this. 

This October will be 22 years in law enforcement. And 

tolerate ) . I’ve shot quite a few men but 

Which it was justified and I was s hooting back. They started it. 

The Mexican agent -- I don’t know -- and I are pretty 

good friends . 
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Co . speak to others for me. But he could 

tell you a hell of a lot. And a lot of stuff went on but -- between 
Arpio and Marino and the Attorney General's Office of Mexico. 

We because he kept us away from it. He wouldn't 

allow us -- nobody to . Originally I had been the liaison over there 
you know we would need officers to go work a case. They were com- 
pletely un trus twor thy . We -- we'd only tell them that we had a case 
and that we needed them. That was when a case was ready to go down. 

Ready to bust. We never told them who, where, a damned thing, 
to the 

It was sent over embassy and we left. We never told them. You 
couldn't tell them. It was -- it was -- 

P You're talking about the Mexicans? 

C o Mexi c a njrrr : ,Tt'T ; /as; w ;sui ci de~to;tel l , them. ~ A "1 ot~-^ I feel 1 i ke i nno- 
centpeopie -s uf f ere d --"who had'noinvolv enien t ’1 n s the drug set up . 

But ysxk^ypu.,J;now V--i t -is- easy to get i nj a 1 1 - t here butM, son of a 
bitch to get out. You can't do it half the time. 

P Wei], most of the case, the Mexicans -- it was their baby at that 
point 

time. I mean, you talk about their beating up on people, they were 
in their country, in their custody, violated their laws, and 
you ~w ere* ;p r e s e n yo u^jVe V e r^s a w ~-f i t ; t o i n t e r c e d. e -a n d- take over 
th i s; s i tuati on f r - 

Co I l P. u J cln,/ t 

P ITdur'co rtfl-h t? 

Co Couldn't do that. But what I objected to was our own agents parti- 
cipated and this is -- is still going on. And fact daily. And 
they've got this task force working down there, and that's what 
they do. Ameican agents are participating in these tortures of not 
only just Mexican citizens but ha just whoever they happened to have 
their hands on at the time. That's -- that's fact. 

P Well, at this point, why don't we try to see if we can get Hailes 

in. Why don't you try to pull out some of the records for me, Jack, 
and we'll get back to you and see where we stand at that point. I 
v/ant to try to get Hailes in here and talk to him. I know Judge 
Boyd wanted hxraxto be talked to today and I don't know what time 
he plans to depart here. But, see if I can go ahead and get-- 
(tape stops) 
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START OF INTERVIEW 

H = Hailes 

P Again, I 1 m John Pinckney with John Clark in Judge‘Wood's Quarters 
in El. Paso, Texas, on the 21st day of August, 1975. Now present 
with Mr. Clark and myself is Herbie Hailes. Is that H - a - i - 1 
- e - s? 

H That's correct. 

P All right. And where -- what's your occupation, Mr. Hailes? 

H I am a Air Officer assigned to U. S. Customs Air Interdiction Unit 

here in El Paso. 

P All right. And how long have you been stationed here in El Paso? 

H With the Federal Government, since 1968. With U. S. Customs Air 

Support Unit since 15 June of 1975. 

P\ And Prior thereto, you were with DEA, is that correct, sir? 

H That's correct. I was with DEA since inception July 1st, 1 973 and 

prior to that time I was a special agent with U. S. Customs Age.n cy 
Service here in El Paso. « 

P Ragx All right, sir. And it's my understanding that you are here 
of ysnxfiWH your own violition today, having indicated yourdesire 
to talk to Mr. Clark and myself, having communicated that to 
Magistrate Boyd. Is that correct? 

H That's correct. 

P All right. Mr. Hailes, I want to go ahead and advise you its of 
your rights. As I understand it we're investigating or obtaining 
evidence against possible illegalities as well as improprieties 
against DEA agents, of which you served for a certain period of 
time, and if there come a point where we ask you questions where 
you would want to take yourpri vi 1 ege against sel f -i ncri mi nati on , 

I would advise you to do so. And accordingly, I want to advise 
you of your rights, your so-called Miranda defined rights. You 
have the right to remain silent. You understand that, sir? 

H That 1 s correct . 

P And anything you say can be used against you in court. You under- 
stand that? 

H Yes, sir. 

P You have a right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask 
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p you any question and to have him with you during questioning. Do 
you understand that? 

H Yes sir, I do. 

P If you cannot afford a lawyer, one will be appointed for you before 
any questioning, if you wish. Do you understand thfct? 

H Yes s i r . 

P If you decide to answer questions now without a lawyer present, you 
still have the right to stop answering at any fcxsroex time. You 
also have the right to stop answering at any time until you talk 
to a lawyer. D o you understand these rights, xxx&x Mr. Haile? 

H Yes sir, I do. 

P All right. Now y ndo you wish to go ahead and talk to us? 

H I waive my rights, yes. 

P All right. Now, Mr. Hailes, as I understand it, basically the 

allegations that --propounded by you and others to Magistrate 
Boyd are some involving illegalities or violations of criminal 
laws and others are allegations regarding improprieties or mis- 
management in DEA Office here in El Paso. I'd like to take those 
in that order. First handling illegalities or criminal violations, 

if any, and then go to the improprieties or mismanagement. If you'll 

i n 

try to handle it and/giving me facts, saying those things that you 
know of your own personal know ledge and also if you know^it through 
hearsay, indicate to us what witnesses we might contact in order 
to follow up. All right, sir. If you'll just go ahead and- start 
on that first subject matter. I'll appreciate it. 

H Ok. This is in regards to any, say, criminal violations. 

P Right. 

H Personally I don't know if there -- there's any criminal there in 
this particular case, but -- 

P All right. 

H I'll let you be the sole judge of that. 

P Ok. 

H Once, in 1973, just after the inception "of the Drug Enforcement 

Admi n i s tra ti on , I happened to work as a co-undercover agent with one 
Special Agent by the name of Oscar Lecomb. At which time we were 
attempting to infiltrate into a heroin-type ring operated by a 


